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Abstract. — The two genera Pleseobyrsa Stal and Stragulotingis Froeschner are reviewed 
taxonomically with a dorsal habitus drawing of the type-specics of cach. P. bicincta Monte 
and P. lichyi Monte are newly transferred to Stragulotingis and two new species are 
described: P. nigribasis from Colombia and S. englemani from Panama. A short review 
of known host plants is included. A key to the species of each genus is provided. 
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The genus Pleseobyrsa Stal was cataloged 
by Drake and Ruhoff (1965: 341-343) as a 
member of tribe Tingini with nine species. 
Subsequent study by Froeschner (1969) 
found that two of these species, P. atratarsis 
Drake and Hambleton and P. plicata 
(Champion), possessed the enlarged tarsi 
that Drake and Ruhoff (1965: 18) used to 
characterize their new tribe Litadeini; he 
therefore transferred them into that tribe 
and proposed the new genus Stragulotingis 
for them. 

Now, through the kind cooperation of Dr. 
Jose C. M. Carvalho, Museu Nacional, Rio 
de Janeiro, I was able to examine the ho- 
lotypes of Dr. Oscar Monte’s two species P. 
bicincta and P. lichyi, the only species of the 
cataloged Pleseobyrsa for which I had not 
yet seen the types. Both were found to be- 
long to the genus Stragu/otingis and are so 
placed and keyed below. 

When Monte proposed his new species 
Pleseobyrsa lichyi he explained it was based 
on the Venezuelan specimen he had for- 
merly (1942: 97) identified as P. plicata and 
that the Venezuela record for the latter spe- 
cies should be deleted. Drake and Ruhoff, 
however, overlooked this explanation and 
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entered the earlier Monte reference and 
Venezuela under P. plicata; that citation and 
record should be transferred to Stragulotin- 
gis lichyi. 

The Drake and Ruhoff (1965) catalog 
summarized the host information on lace 
bugs. For the present two genera they listed 
P. chiriquensis (Champion) from Persea 
americana Britton and Wilson, and an in- 
terception of S. plicata (Champion) on a 
shipment of the orchid Cattleya dowiana 
aurea Williams and Moore. Host records 
on specimens collected since that time in- 
clude two Colombian collections of P. chi- 
riquensis from Persea americana Miller; one 
Bolivian collection of P. boliviana from that 
same host; and the entire series of the new 
species P. nigribasis labeled as from ““Ara- 
CCACHA 

All measurements in this paper are given 
in millimeters. 


Tribe Tingini Laporte 
Genus Pleseobyrsa Drake and Poor 
Pleseobyrsa Drake and Poor, 1937: 165. 
Type-species: Leptobyrsa boliviana Drake 
and poor, original designation. 
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Pleseobyrsa boliviana 2. Natural length 3.7 


Members of this genus show certain dif- 
ferences between the sexes. The abdomen 
of the female is much broader than that of 
the male and is accommodated by a marked 
broadening of the hemelytra, especially the 
subcostal and discoidal areas. The shape of 
the apex of the discoidal area may also differ 
in the two sexes: In the male the apical angle 
ofthe discoidal area is displaced laterad (to- 
ward costal margin) whereas in the female 
it is placed more centrad. These differences 
must be considered when working with de- 
scriptions of species based on only one sex. 


KEY TO PLESEOBYRSA SPECIES 


l. Lateral carinae of pronotum absent. Occipital 
spines elongate, decumbent, reaching to mid- 
length ofeye. Length 3.2-3.7 (Guatemala, Pan- 
amaer ae n E AE E nigriceps (Champion) 

— Lateral carinae of pronotum low but distinct, 

sometimes present only on anterior slope of 

interhumeral convexity. Occipital spines very 

short, sometimes tubercle-like, suberect ..... 2 

Lateral carina of pronotum extending onto 

posterior triangular projection of pronotum and 

nearly or quite reaching middle third ofits lat- 

eral margin. Length 4.1. (Peru) 

Sr E AN N, ablusa Drake & Hambleton 


Ww 
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— Lateral carinae of pronotum not extending onto 
posterior triangular projection of pronotum, 
terminated remotely from its lateral margin .. 3 

3. Medial carina on triangular posterior projec- 
tion of pronotum slightly elevated with a single 
row of small but distinct cells extending vir- 
tually to its apex. Length 3.7-3.9. 

(Bolivia) o res boliviana Drake & Poor 

— Median carina on triangular posterior projec- 
tion of pronotum reduced to a low carina with- 

Out Cell See teen cae en ee NT 4 

4. Pronotal collar forming a low but distinct tec- 
tale anteromedian cyst, latter projecting be- 
tween occipital spines as a broadly obtuse an- 
ple, Length 43 (Bertie peruana Drake 

- Pronotal collar without a distinct cyst, anterior 
margin transverse, not projecting 

5. Antennal segments I and II and femora dark 
brown to black. Length 4.2-5.1. (Colombia) 
PE ML ee als ee EEE nigribasis new species 

- Antennal segments and legs wholly yellowed. 
Length 3-2539. (Panarna) a see 


Pleseobyrsa nigribasis Froeschner, 
New SPECIES 


Diagnosis: This is the only species of Ple- 
seobyrsa with the bases of the antennae (seg- 
ments I and II) and of the legs (femora) 
blackened—hence the species name. 

Description.—Length 4.2-4.5; greatest 
width, near apical third of hemelytra, 2.9- 
3333 

Holotype male: Head black; width vs. 
length 0.40:0.25; interocular width 0.24. 
Genal spines yellow, about as long as an eye, 
subhorizontal, tapering, slightly incurved. 
Supraclypeal median spine very short, sub- 
erect. Occipital spines short, gray tuber- 
cules. Antennal segments I, I, and IV (ex- 
cept very base) black; HI yellow. Bucculae 
yellow. Pronotum dark brown, calli black; 
longitudinal carinae, narrow anterior mar- 
gin, and veins of paranota yellow; paranotal 
cells hyaline. Hemelytra with most veins 
distinctly embrowned except some along 
edges of discoidal area, in base of costal area 
and pale band across combined hemelytra 
beyond apex of discoidal area which are 
white; cells, except those in pale areas in- 
dicated above, distinctly enfumed; with 
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prominent brown areas occupying most of 
discal and subcostal areas, a large spot be- 
yond discoidal area, and a transverse band 
in costal area near apex of discoidal area. 
Legs with femur dark brown to black, tibia 
and base of tarsus yellow. Venter black with 
sternal carinae and apex of abdomen paler. 

Paranotum triseriate apically, becoming 
uniseriate around humeri; cells hyaline. 
Longitudinal carinae low, distinct: median 
carina with a single row of tiny cells from 
anterior end to pronotal convexity, thence 
without cells on the posterior pronotal pro- 
jection; lateral carinae restricted to pronotal 
convexity, each with a single row of tiny 
cells. Hemelytral cells variable in size and 
arrangement, those in hyaline areas and dark 
markings smaller, more numerous; costal 
area 4-5 cells wide basally, uniseriate at 
apex; subcostal area quadri- to quinqueseri- 
ate along discoidal area; latter with six cells 
across widest part. 

The paratypes conform well to the above 
description except that the discoidal and 
subcostal areas of the females are noticeably 
wider than in the males. 

Holotype male: Colombia: “Encarnacion 
(Ant.), en Araceae, Dic. 1980, A. Madrigal 
C.” Deposited in United States National 
Museum of Natural History. Paratypes: 18 
males, 2 females, same data (deposited in 
the Universidad Nacional, Medellin, Co- 
lombia and the U.S. National Museum of 
Natural History). 


Tribe Litadeini Drake and Ruhoff 
Genus Stragu/lotingis Froeschner 


Stragulotingis Froeschner, 1969: 130. Type- 
species: Leptobyrsa plicata Champion, 
original designation. 


The expansion of the genus Stragulotingis 
by the above-noted transfer of Pleseobyrsa 
bicincta and P. lichyi plus the following de- 
scription of a new species make desirable a 
new list of the included species as well as a 
new key for their separation. 
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Stragulotingis plicata $}. Natural length 3.2 


LIST OF SPECIES 


Stragulotingis atratarsis (Drake and Ham- 
bleton). 

Pleseobyrsa atratarsis Drake and Ham- 
bleton, 1946: 124 [Brazil]. 
Stragulotingis atratarsis. — Froeschner, 
1969: 132. 

Stragulotingis bicincta (Monte), new com- 
bination. 

Pleseobyrsa bicincta Monte, 1946: 283 
[Brazil]. 

Stragulotingis englemani new species 

Stragulotingis lichyi (Monte), new combi- 
nation. 

Pleseobyrsa lichyi Monte, 1945: 251 
[Venezuela]. 

Stragulotingis plicata (Champion) (figure 2). 
Leptobyrsa plicata Champion, 1897: 26 
[Panama]. 

Pleseobyrsa parana Drake and Hamble- 
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Figs. 3—4. 
prothorax. 4, Stragulotingis bicincta, head and protho- 
Tax. 


3, Stragulotingis englemani, head and 


ton, 1944: 95 [Brazil]. Synonymized by 
Drake and Ruhoff, 1965: 343. 
Strangulotingis plicata. —Froeschner, 
1969: 132. 


Key TO STRAGULOTINGIS SPECIES 


1. Strongly tectate elevation on collar (in lateral 
view) distinctly higher than carina over convex 
pronotal disc. Outer limiting vein of discoidal 
area prominently tectately elevated, in lateral 
view distinctly higher than median carina on 
triangular posterior projection of pronotum .. 2 

— Tectation of collar low, not higher than median 

carina over convex pronotal disc. Outer lim- 
iting vein of discoidal area low, in lateral view 
lower than median carina on triangular pos- 
terior projection of pronotum 
. Paranotum with anterior lobe broadly rounded 
(Fig. 3). Discoidal area on posterior half wider 


N 


— Paranotum with anterior lobe narrowly round- 
ed (Fig. 4). Discoidal area on posterior half 
narrower than subcostal area. Length 3.1 
E E o a E E EIE E E bicincta (Monte) 
3. Lateral carina on pronotum moderately ele- 
vated into a low lamina containing a row of 
small but distinct cells, at least anteriorly. Far- 
sus yellow, concolorous with tibia, sometimes 
slightly darkened apically. Length 3.0-3.3 ... 
FE N E E ROPE co cci8 plicata (Champion) 
— Lateral carina on pronotum absent or obso- 
letely developed but without cells. Tarsus 
black 
4, Convex anterior margin of pronotum project- 
ing to imaginary line connecting anterior mar- 
gins of eyes. Overlapping margins ofhemelytra 
beyond apex of discoidal area noticeably con- 
vex for full length. Length 3.6 
Scie aetna EN atratarsis (Drake and Hambleton) 
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— Convex anterior margin of pronotum project- 
ing only to imaginary line connecting mid- 
points of eyes. Overlapping margins of hemely- 
tra beyond apex of discoidal area distinctly 
straight for much of their length. Length 3.2 
pte OSE E Ree ee lichyi (Monte) 


Stragulotingis englemani Froeschner, 
NEw SPECIES 
Fig. 3 

Diagnosis: This new taxon differs from all 
other species of the genus in the combina- 
tion of the median tectation of the collar 
being higher than the median pronotal ca- 
rina passing over the pronotal convexity plus 
paranotal margin posterior to anterior para- 
notal lobe being shorter than the width of 
that lobe (compare Figs. 3 and 4). 

Description: Holotype female. Length 
3.27; greatest width 2.4. 

Head yellow, width versus length, 0.36: 
0.14; interocular width 0.17. Cephalic spines 
almost white, elongate: jugal pair porrect, 
straight, parallel, tapering, attaining apical 
fourth of first antennal segment; supraclype- 
al median spine porrect, tapering, reaching 
almost to apex of jugal spines; occipital spine 
terete, decurved along inner margin of eye, 
slightly surpassing antennal insertion. An- 
tennal segments, I, 0.19; II, 0.08; III, 0.68; 
IV, 0.51; segment I with numerous stout 
hairs a little longer than diameter of seg- 
ment; segments II-IV with numerous more 
slender hairs 2-3 times as long as diameter 
of supporting segment. Labium yellow, its 
black apex reaching between middle coxae. 

Pronotum tricarinate; median carina low, 
containing a single row of elongate cells; lat- 
eral carinae slightly lower than median ca- 
rina, restricted to pronotal convexity, with 
a few elongate cells in middle third. Median 
tectation of collar higher than median ca- 
rina over interhumeral convexity of pro- 
notum. Anterior margin forming a broad, 
blunt triangle over base of head. Paranotum 
with anterior two-thirds forming a broad, 
oblique lobe extending beyond apex of head, 
diagonal width of that lobe greater than 
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length of paranotal margin posterior to it 
(Fig. 3, compare with Fig. 4). 

Hemelytral color pattern much as in S. 
plicata (compare with Fig. 1). Costal area 
in basal half with about six rows of very 
irregular cells, rows progressively fewer in 
apical half. Subcostal area about one-third 
as broad as costal area and two-thirds as 
wide as greatest of discoidal area. Subcostal 
and discoidal areas each with six cells across 
greatest width. 

Venter yellow brown, legs paler with ex- 
panded tarsal segment of anterior leg brown. 

Holotype female, “Panama: Gatun Spill- 
way, Canal Zone, December 28, 1975, coll. 
D. Engleman.”’ Deposited in the United 
States National Museum of Natural His- 
tory. 

This species is named after the collector 
of the holotype, Dr. Dodge Engleman whose 
personal studies and cooperation with oth- 
ers are helping to increase our knowledge of 
Neotropical Heteroptera. 
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